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MR. UNTOUCHABLE

The life and hard times

of a Harlem dr

‘Mr. Untouchable’
recalls the impact
of Nicky Barnes

BY JEFF JOHNSON

jinhnson@suntimes.com

eray "Nicky” Barnes sits
alone at the head of a long
ble surrounded by empty
leather chairs, the chairman of a
board with no members. The
onetime Al Capone of Harlem is
backlit, his face obscured. He
aimlessly tosses a mound of
white powder back and forth be-
tween two playing cards — just
props now — and twirls a cigar
in his fingers as he quotes from
Shakespeare and Machisvelli.
Oh, how the mighty have
fallen. He can't be shown on cam-
era because there's still a §1 mil-
lion contract on his life, and he
lives anonymously at age 74 in
the federal Witness Protection
Program. Gone are the stacks of
cash, the flashy clothes and the
EOrgecs Women.
Marc Levin's documentary
“Mr. Untouchable,” about Barnes'
Ehlndﬁmeu,cmmjnltlﬂ

interviews with news clippings,
1870s street scenes and the recol-
lections of Mr. Untouchable's for-
mer associates, as well as those
who helped put him behind bars
— “for life, with no parole” — ina
1977 conspiracy trial

ug kingpin

Ehe New ork

Micky Barnes became famous after this New York Times story ran.

There's even the
view of the New York skyline, the

system let them. Barnes

the face of the drug trade by fore-
ing the mob to deal through his
syndicate, using a corporate
structure he called the Council
that insulated him from direct in-
volvement.

Lucas is mentioned only fleet-

ingly as the dealer who snuck

heroin into America in the cas-
kets of GIs being shipped home
from Vietnam. In the eyes of

Barnes' lieutenants, Lucas and

sters a black eye.

The film points to a 1977 cover
story on Barnes in the New York
Times Magazine as a turning
point for this Black Godfather of
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